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' j. SliASS PITCHER PLAIJT, GOOD SHAPE, EASY

OLD BtrfE AKn WHITE (WIUOW WARE) PITCHER GOOD SHAPE
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DOING KITCHEN WORK

in furnishing a house is the amount of
labor involved in caring for it. Elaborate
carvings on furniture, fancy metal fix-
tures, fancy-shape- d handles on dishes,
rough surfaces (as on cheap earthenware,
worn, rough and unpointed -- wood; ex-
cessive quantities of ornaments and bric-a-bra- c,

highly polished metals and sharp
angles in moldings), all mean difficult
cleaning. If dull finish is provided in
floors, metal works, such as doorknobs
and chandeliers, etc., the care of them is
greatly simplified.

So, also, the rounded moldings where
wall and floor meet is a great saer of
work. Many women who plan their
houses now insist upon sill-le- ss doors and

erated form of their wings, for It is
probable that the ancestors of this bird
had their wings fully developed and
could fly well. Nowadays the ostrich
can only employ its wings as loco-moto- ry

auxiliaries when it is running
in high winds; then, if it desires to
turn rapidly to escape its pursuers, it
can flap its wings and accomplish itspurpose with little effort.

Wouldn't it be a great sight to see
an ostrich in flight, especially the
African ostrich, which is the largest
species in existence, and - attains a
weight .of. 800 pounds? It . has been
said that they can make a speed of
twenty-si- x miles an hour while run-
ning, outstripping an ordinary horse.

One of the best known of the flight- -

WHicli Can't Fly, But Can Swim9 One of Nature's Anomalies

sinks, washtubs and ironing stands It
should be remembered that the height
of these worktables has a great deal
to do with tho ease of working. They
should be from thirty-tw- o to thirty-fiv- e

inches from the ground and the bottom
of sinks should usually be thirty or
thirty-on- e inches' from the floor, in
order: that bending from the Waist may
be avoided. This is a matter to be de-
cided t the height of the worker.
Some tables may be obtained with ad-
justable tops which permit the working
height to be changed, ironing Doaras
should be a little lower than other work
tables. "Another point of importance
in minimizing labor is the placing of
kitchen and laundry equipment so as
to avoid unnecessary steps and motion.-

Fully as much care la required for
the best results in the choice of
kitchen and table ware.": Fragile
china of Intricate designs, full of
knobs and curves, should be reserved
for Infrequent use if bought at all, for
the plain shapes and small inconspicu-
ous decorations bought from .open
stock . give the best service with the
least amount of work and trouble in
their care--. JVll teapots, pitchers, etc.,
should have openings large enough to
permit the. handle to be Inserted in
washing them. -

In cooking utensils no one class may
be recommended to the exclusion of all
others, but : different kinds should, be
gotten for different uses. Earthen--war- e

for baking and casseroles, in
which the food may be both cooked
and : served, are labor savers. The
good enameled ware, the heavy iron
skillets, the lighter cast-iro- n pans, the
aluminum Utensils and the tinware all
have their especial uses, and the econ
omy lies in getting tne oest grace 01
each that one can afford.

The shape of a kettle has much to do
with the rapidity with which its conte-

nts-heat, se--
ers, teakettles, etc., the ones which are
broad at the base are best for quickest
boiling results. -

Planning and furnishing a ; house
systematically and ater the most ap-
proved, accurate and scientific plan, does
not .involve lack of originality or
beauty, for the best equipped house is
the one which in all of its details of
furnishing and arrangement is most
completely suited to- - the needs of Its
family, and the standard ' of needs of
each family is an. individual problem,
determined by the Income, character
and location of the home and modified
by the varied interests and occupations
of the occupants.

tached groups, enjoying a sunbath on
the slippery mud. They climb up little
distances on the exposed and elevated
roots of the mangrove trees and when
up some little distance, they settle
themselves comfortably and appear to
be spectators of the antics of their
companions in the smooth ooze below.

Totally unlike ordinary fishes, this
mud-hopp- er cannot remain continually
underwater, as it incurs the risk of be-

ing drowned! Moreover, the skin of
the fish seems to require the blazs of
the sun and the action of the air to
keep it in a healthy condition.

The anomalies of the insect world are
legion; but the queerest of all insects
andthere'are about 300,000 Is the com-
mon black skating bug. This is seen in
groups skating about on the surface of
the water in quiet places in ponds and
streams. They have their eyes hori-
zontally divided Into halves the upper
half being used to look into the air,
and the lower to look down Into the
water.

$35S(0)CD(0) a Year.
standard payment of J10 a day for
their services, and are in many cases
eminent professors of universities and
authorities in their professions in every
line arcniteciure, engineering, ci,They are chosen men fully qualified to .

positions under the government. Prof.
Wilcox of CornelL University has just
rated papers of a chief etatistician for
the bureau of the census..

"This rate of J10 a day is sometimes
wholly disproportionate to the services
rendered, for some of the trjen of learn-
ing and science who act as special tech-
nical examiners for the federal service
command ten and twenty times that fee
in their private capacity. Tnese ex-
perts have, however, uniformly ex-
hibited a willingness to serve the gov-
ernment.

"The expenses connected with the
Held work of the commission In Its
twelve districts range over the wide
area of the .whole United States, and
inciuae everyming irom traveling ex-
penses and hotel bills to janitors' fees.
When there is-- a federal building in a
place, such as a custom house, a room
in that building la used for the ex-

aminations, but when no such place is
available a room is rented, and some--
times suitable furniture must be in---

of would-b- e employes of the. govern- - :

mwit
. "By this you see that pur expense

accounts ars full of small and varied
items, which must be carefully gone
over before being allowed. They also
entail a great amount of correspond-
ence, as one may not disburse govern--me- nt

funds without vouchers for every
item and a knowledge that all is cor
rect.

An estimate has been submitted to
Conugress for (20,000 for traveling ex-
penses for the fiscal year 1917. The
appropriatic! for the current year is'
$18,000. Last year the appropriation
was (12,000, but Congress granted a de- -

Special Correapondene.
WASHINGTON. D. C, September 8,

C7 T7 T.f HEN Uncle Sam started out to
teach the women of the landw scientific housekeeping his
plans Included a thorough

treatment of every phase of every de-

partment In Mme. Housewife's varied
domain. Beginning With the proper ar-
rangement and equipment of the,
kitchen his experts have not only cov-

ered the entire subject of food for the
family and its methods of preparation,
but also they have taken the house,
planned its situation from standpoints
of health and comfort, designed Its con-

struction with economy and conven-
ience as their, rale. C

They have likewise Investigated and
experimented with Ht, room by room,
until now they offer the most explicit
advice for the selection of the furnish-
ings by which the interior fittings of a
home, any home, are bound to be a
source of satisfaction and pleasure to
the family as long as they last; for
utility and efficiency are the paramount
considerations that govern their choice.
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Because no two homes are Identical
concerning the income, the size of
the house and the sise and character of
the family, no definite or set rules are
laid down, but the general instructions

.cannot fail to be' helpful to all Inter-
ested enough to follow them.

The most eJTective plan suggested is
that the housewife consider her home
as a factory for the production of
family comfort; .for in their eating,
sleeping, resting and social diversions
many diversified activities are called
into play. And for these equipment or
tools must be provided which should
be chosen with a view to making It
possible for. to do her
various tasks with the least labor and
th greatest celerity.

For the Betting of a real home where
the cultural, moral and congenial effects
on the inmates must be considered beau-
ty must have its place in planning equip-
ment; and the more the fittings include
beauty, necessity and convenience, the
more perfectly will they serve the purpose
for which they were planned. In many
cases, such as in the selection of linens,
furtnture and upholstery materials, beau-
ty and quality are frequently combined In
the good-looki- articles.

One Important factor to be considered

Birdis
Birds Which Do Not

Fly and Others Which
Swim; Mammals That
Lay Eggs; the Bat a
True Aviator.

anomalies In nature constitute

THE of Its most striking
of forms. These are not

nature's freak forms, by any
means; but her normal ones which may
be called anomalous because they are de-

partures from the usual order of accepted
types. -- ...

These anomalies range over every divi-
sion of animal life; some of. them are
matters of common knowledge, others are
hidden from all but the most persistent
observer of animal forms. How queer It
is, for instance, that many birds should
exist which do not know how to fly. when
the usual and- - favorite similie for any
flight is that It Is "just like a bird's!"

It is also' queer that other animals,
--classified far differently from the birds,
should be 'equipped with very efficient
wings. Yet, whoever thinks of compare
Ing an aviator to a bat or a flying squir-
rel? ' -

But the fact remains that a host of
bird species exist which are very indif-
ferent flyers and accomplish their migra-
tions through feeble efforts; while the bat
possesses remarkable flying attainments
which almost outrival those of the hum-
mingbird, reputed to be the most power
ful flyer In existence. It would appear
that the animal-- . accomplishments were
strangely mixed at the time of their
bestowal, for besides flying animals, there
are flying fishes, and birds that can awiml

What a departure it is for a mammal
to lay eggs! But It Is not unknown to
the animal world. There are a couple of
Australian oddities that lay eggs with the
equanimity of a barnyard hen. In con-
trast are viviparous fishes and snakes
that is, fishes and snakes which produce
their young alive and. this seems odd,
for it is generally understood that fishes
and snakes are egg-layi- species.

There are true fishes which breathe
with lungs, which almost entirely sup-
plant their gills, and there are fishes
whlci) come out of the water and bask
In the sun. Indeed, such singular anoma-
lous characteristics are manifold and
might be traced Indefinitely.

,
:
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The flightless birds compose a larger
group than seems possible When one first
nives thousht to them. Every ene knows
that many of 'tpe common fowls have fully
developed forellmbe," but that they can-
not use them for flight;, and the ostrich,
too, the largest bird in the world today,
la alBO unable to fly. '
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and suitability to 'the room for which
they era intended should be considered.
Particularly good are the brussels, the
old three-pl- y Ingrains; and for bedrooms
the old style rag. rugs, of which there
are so many modern imitations, are most
attractive.

Shade rollers insure the privacy of the
room, but they do not soften the light
or the line of casing like draperies. A
plan suggested is to hang straight cur
tains of darker, thicker material Inside
thin white ones of lace or muslin. In
the winter- these can be supplanted by
those of Heavier texture.

Double-window- s are recommended for
winter as a decided aid to the comfort
of the house.

Bronze wire screening that does not
rust gives the most satisfaction, but it
is better to use mosquito nettjng over
all of the windows and doors than to
have a few or even all of the openings
Imperfectly wire-screene- d. -

In the built-i- n closets-i- t is urged to
have the drawers numerous and shal-
low, rather than deep and broad, both
because of the saving of labor in pull-
ing them out,.lf they are not provided
with- - rollers, and because in shallow
drawers there is no piling up of things.
With shelves the harrow ones give bet-
ter results than the deep broad ones.
These should not be more than a foot
wide.

,: . - ;. ,.,.
Bed coverings, are to be selected for

the greatest amount of warmth and
the least weight possible, so wool
ranks ahead of cotton and wool "and
cotton mixed in. blankets and comforts
give the best service. All bed cover-
ings should be long enough to tuck in
all around the mattress, a quality not
often found in-th- ready-mad- e sheets.

In regard to furniture good quality
depends on well chosen materials, good
design and good workmanship, but
whatever the wood may be, or the of

the covering-- , which may range
from cotton and velours up through
the handsomest leathers and tapestries,
the design should suggest comfort and
strength rather than the elaborate or-

namentation of the showy styles.
After the furniture is put in a room

the arrangement of it is as important
to its appreciation as the selection of
the most appropriate kind for . the
house. Overcrowded rooms are any-
thing but restful or artistic, and it is
suggested by the bulletins issued by
the government on Nthe selection of
home equipment tHat "the value of
empty-- spaces as an asset to the beauty
of its fittings be borne in mind.

In the arrangement ... of all tables.

animal world, but perhaps no more
remarkable species can be cited than
the great toad of Surinam, in tropical
America. The skin of the entire back
of the female toad becomes conspicu-
ously thickened as the laying season
comes on, and as soon as she lays her
egg.", the male picks them up and de-

posits thera on the soft skin of her
back. Here they develop so far that
when they .,emerge from the "cells
they . are perfect miniatures of the

'mother.
On the muddy flats of the Malay re-

gion are the places where the curious
fish known as the mud-hopp- er is met
with in abundance. This is a remarka-
ble flsh, which comes ashore for recre-
ation! Not only do they come out of
the water onto the mud flats, but when
the yare there they flop about on ter-
ra firma as though this was their true
environment.

Their expeditions ashore are usually
made at low tide, and the fish, being
gregarious, are to be observed In de

Womiiei Haaid!
WASHINGTON, D. C September T, 1918.
Correspondence of The 8tr. .

was when a woman . was
Incapable of figuringTIME as time was when it

thought that a woman could
not keep a secret. But time itself has
proved the Imputation in both cases to be
fallacious, ' and the" government of the
United States "as been one 'of the strong-
est promoters of the knowledge that
women can do much of which men only
were formerly considered capable.

Thfct guide and guardian of government
efficiency, the 'civil service commission,
has itself been among the foremost ad-

vocates of women's employment to nil
responsible positions; and in proof of
what it recommends. It employs women
in its own office in places of trust and
confidence which have ordinarily be-
longed to the province of men. One of
its woman employes is Mia Elizabeth
Downing, disbursing clerk of the civil
service commission '

Miss Downing') disbursements for
the oivil service commission cover an
annual expenditure of more than J350.000,
which amount covers-th- salaries of
tb 2R2 emnloves of the bureau, with
other expenses incidental to the con-
duct of the work. "''"

"We have three pay rolls," aald Mlsa
Downing, in talking of her work,
"rhe are, the office ealarles and those
of the Held examiners, of which there
are five, and the salaries of the special
Bxn.mlne.ra. who are scientists and ex
perts, and whose services are employed
by the commission for their assistance
in rating and examinations of special-
ists for the government. There are also
traveling and field expenses to be coy

' ' 'ered.
"The field examiners for the civil

service commission hold' ver re-
sponsible positions, being kept con-
stantly, busy holding examinations from
place to place, investigating appoint-
ments which have been made at. a dis-
tance and looking after any complaints
which have been lodged as to political
activity, political assessments 'or otrlmisdemeanors or abuses of power and
position. T J .. :'"-- : .;,

"The special examiner ars given

4'

AT TABLE TOO LOW.

closets, and cupboards provided- - with eith-
er a window or artificial means of lighting
and glass doors. Open plumbing is not
only more sanitary but much easier to
keep clean and it is urged that wherever
possible all sinks, washtubs, bathtubs and
basins should be so placed as to make
tlreir cleaning easy. They should be pro-
vided wit!i smooth pipes tor the same rea
son.

Whatever the heating system may be,
plain surfaces should be the rule, whether
in stoves or racjiators, for their purpose is
solely to give out heat, and their beauty
is best attained in the simplest design.

The same advice is urged in the choice
of lighting fixtures, dull finish and plain,
uncarved arrangements being far more
attractive and serviceable than the fancy
fretwork, filigree and carvings.

"When choosing wall paper it Is well

largest of the forms, and it often at-
tains a height of three and a half
feet. They sometimes weigh as much
as eighty pounds.

An interesting and extraordinary In-

stance of a flightless bird and a swim-
mer as well is the steamer duck, which
occurs off the Straits of Magellan and
around the Falkland Islands. When
these ducks are young they possess
powers f flight, but when they be-

come adult they lose their flying abil-
ity and gain proficiency as swimmers.

Within comparatively recent times

many of the flightless birds have, be-
come extinct. .The great auk, the onetime

. famous sea fowl of the north
Atlantic seas, bred in large numbers
on Funlr Island less than a-- ceatury
agoy- - ;llan soon exterminated themandnow an egg in good condition will
fetch $1,200 and a museum skin of one
of the birds nearly as much. The far-fam- ed

dodo, also extinct, was the pos-
sessor of wings which did not sustain
it in flight. r ,

ot tne nylng mammals, - ttie flying
squirrels, the flying lemurs and the
bats "are too well known to deserve
further ' attention. These animals do
not possess wings: of course. In the

J sense-tha- t 'wings are generally-unde- r

twuu. iiie. ujring Bu.vrois ao not
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that, any design of strik-
ing color or large figure which in-
trudes itself upon the consciousness of
the occupant of the room is decidedly
baarrui m Time its1 effect wtii tie --rert
upon the nerves. Soft neutral tones
and unobtrusive patterns are the ojies
that will give . the best satisfaction, and
where it is possible, the painted or
calcimined walls are even better from
the standpoint of sanitation.

The matter of color is, of course, al-
ways a question of individual taste;
but certain shades give the best re-
sults in certain rooms. For instance,
cream, yellow and yellow brown shades
on- - the walls of a north room are most
pleasing, having the effect of softening
the chill of the northern light. But
soft greens and grays temper the light
in the sunny rooms. No large designs
are appropriate for small rooms. After

actually-fly- ; they simply perform a
sailing feat.

One can see the difference in such
machines as the parachute and the
aeroplane, the former, with its sus-
taining surface spread, can do nothing
more than sail to its destination, while
the aeroplane flies here and there, and
may even change its direction. The
squirrels and the lemure may be com-
pared to the parachute, for their"wings" are simply skin tissues which
connect their fore and hind limbs when
spread and sustain their bodies in fly-
ing leaps.

The bats are true aviators, and
though their membranous wings are
not to be compared structurally with
those of a bird, yet they make possible
this little animal's graceful curves In
the air.

Not so- - well known among the volant
creatures are the flying frogs and the
flying lizard. The flying frog, of Borneo
was- discovered by Alfred Russel Wal-
lace, the great naturalist, and he says
about it: .
"One of the most curious and inter-

esting creatures which I met in Borneo
was a, large tree frog which was
brought to me by a Chinese workman.
He assured jne that he had seen it come
down, in a slanting direction, from .a
high tree-- as if it flew. On examining
it I found the toesvery long and fuy
webhed to their "xtremity, so that,
when "expanded, they offered a surface
much-- larger than the body. The fore-- r
KgHAverQ aisp ooruerea oy a memDrane'
and the body was capable of consider-
able Inflation. The back and limbs
were; of a very shining green, the under'
surface and the toes yellow, while the
webs were black rayed with yellow.

"The body was about four incheslong, while the webs of each hind foot,
when fully expanded, covered a sur-
face" of four inches square, giving a
surface of about sixteen- square inches
for all four feet. It is difficult to
imagine that this Immense membrane
of the toes can-b- e for the purpose. 0$swimming only, and the account of the
Chinamen that It flew down from the j

tree seems more credible."
At least one lizard enjoys, to a cer-

tain degree the power of sailingthrough 4he air. ,This lizard is called
the flying dragon and is a small-size- d
form inhabiting the Indo-Malaya- n' re-
gion. It possesses elongated ribs whichsupport nt membranes;
these close upr like a. fan when not inuse and fair to tha aides of the animal.

When spread, they-for- a parachute
of rare effectiveness. By their use, thelizard can leap from the limb of a tree
and Bail to another one at a great dis-tance., 'Sometimes these wings of theflying dragon are beautifully marked,resembling the wing markings of cer-
tain butterflies.-- - t. - u-- .
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The- - .mammals K,that lay, eggs . are

unique In, nature and ye nbw. being
exterminated very rapidly. The duck-
bill and the porcupine ant-eate- r, called
familiarly thetmly
two forms of t. aThe
duck-bi- ll la an-- Australian 'form which
Uvea; oil the banks of rivers and feeds
upon the-- Insects, worms and mollusks

SUITABLE HEIGHT.

the color of the walls hWs been decided
the tones of the. balance of the furnish-
ing should be chosen to blend, and
the coloring: of the adjoining rooms ar- -

TTange'd'to; harmonize.

For the floor coverings movable rugs
are considered best, as they are much
easier to keep free of dust than the
tacked down mattings and large car-
pets that cover the entire floor space.
They shoud be firmly woven so as to
iie fiat, and of soft colors and incon-
spicuous patterns, "tbning-in- " with the
color of the walls arid darker, so as to
bring the room and its furnishings intoproper relations. '

As they are of infinite variety of ma
terials and of all prices, their utility

which it finds there. Soft, smooth and
dense, its coat resembles that of an
otter, while its tail is flattened and
short like a beaver's. It haS smalleyes and its most striking feature is a
bill,- which is broad and fiat like a
duck's. ,

For a long time it was thought that
its young were brought forth at an
early stage of their development -- and
cared for by the mother in a nest" on
the bank of a river. Colonists started
the stories about its laying eggs and
zoologists investigated. For a long
time they denied the reports; then later
it was announced that the duck-bi- ll

was a truly oviparous animal and laid
from two- - to four eggs in. a rude nest
in a burrow, of a river bank.

These eggs are about a half-inc- h
across and three-quarte- rs of an inch
long, the shells being white, tough and
flexible, something after the order of

::: wi my
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THE ROCK HOPPER.

a sea turtle's egg. Transportation of
these animals to zoological gardens has
always been a problem and only rarely
successful. Some of the early accounts
of the duck-bi- ll are very amusing; for
at first the specimens brought to Eu-
rope .were declared to be"manufactured
monsters" and "fakes."

The only other mammal In the world
that lays eggs Is the porcupfne ant-eat- er

of Australia. It is a nocturnal
animal, most active after dark.
attacked. It behaves somewhat like ah
armadillo; It burrows with marvelous
celerity. . If the - attack be , too sud-
den for Ahis It rolls itself Into a ball
and depends on Its Spiny coat for de-
fense. It produces one egg at a, time,
which la" relatively email,, not larger
than a sparrow's egg, and has a white
leathery shell- like that of a reptile.

Many-anomalo- conditions-exis- t in
regard- to the rearing of young; in the
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THE FLYING FROG OF BORNEO.
' (Photo by Dr. E. "W. Sbufeldt.)

less birds is the penguin, confined in
its residence to the southern hemi-
sphere. The wings ff this bird resem-
ble paddles more than they do true
wings; they are quilless and Incapable
of bending except at the shoulder. joint.:
A penguin can swim- - under water- - with
all the ease and rapidity of a seal
and can catch fish with equal alacrity.' Their short legs are not much ' used
In swlmmin. but on shore they hop
about With them so adroitly that the
Island natives have dubbed the birds

rock-hoppe- Needless to say, they are
shore birds, and in some localities of
the south Pacific Islands they form
rookeries where they breed, tens . of
thousands together, and raise theiryoung. The . emperor peaguia i the


